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                     TALKING POLITICS 
Volume 8 Number 2 August 2002 
 
Welcome to the second edition of Talking Politics for 
2002.  Talking Politics is the newsletter of the 
Department of Political Science (including Sociology 
and the Centre for Public Policy) at the University of 
Melbourne.  

The newsletter includes information about 
conferences and seminars being organised by the 
department as well as short research notes, recent and 
forthcoming publications, teaching innovations, 
community relations and student activities.  
 

New Books 

 

 

John S. Dryzek & Leslie Holmes (with others on 
some chapters), Post-Communist Democratization: 
Political Discourses across Thirteen Countries, 
Cambridge,  Cambridge University Press, 2002.   
 

Department Seminar Series  

Everyone is welcome to our department seminar 
series which are held on Thursdays in the Department 
Common Room East Tower, 4th Floor, John Medley 
Building at 1pm.  Please check our website for future 
seminars, http://www.politics.unimelb.edu.au/new/ or 
you can contact Ben Harper on 8344 6571 if you 
wish to be placed on an email list. 

Fri 4 October, 1:00-2:00pm with CERC  

'Putin and the Politics of "Normalcy" in Russia'  

Prof. Richard Sakwa  
(University of Kent at Canterbury)  

Lecture Theatre, Level 2, 234 Queensberry Street. 

 

Recent Chapters, Articles & Papers 

Verity Burgmann, ‘Labour/Le Travail and Canadian 
Working-Class History’, invited paper to the Writing 
Canadian Labour: Critical Perspectives Conference, 
Trent University, Ontario, Canada, 31 May-2 June 
2002. 

Verity Burgmann, ‘Unions and the Environment’, 
Tela, 10, 2002, pp.1-36. 

Ann Capling, 'Australian Approaches to the World 
Trade Organization: Implications for Taiwan-
Australian Relations,' Taiwanese Journal of 
Australian Studies 3 (2002), 26-60. 

Ann Capling, ‘The Multilateral Trade System Under 
Threat: from Doha to Nowhere?’, Tim Fischer Centre 
for Trade and International Finance, Bond 
University, August 2002. 

Ann Capling & Tim Marjoribanks , ‘Aussie Rules 
Meets Corporate Rules: Club Governance, Culture 
and Identity in the Australian Football League’, paper 
presented at the 15th International Sociological 
Association World Congress of Sociology, Brisbane, 
July 2002. 

Ann Capling & Tim Marjoribanks , ‘Major League 
Sport as Network: The Australian Football League’, 
presented at International Political Science 
Association (IPSA) Research Committee on Structure 
and Organisation of Government, ‘Knowledge, 
Networks and Joined-up Government’, Melbourne, 
June 2002. 

Michael Crozier, 'Society Economized: T.R. 
Ashworth and the history of the Social Sciences in 
Australia,' Australian Historical Studies, n.118, April 
2002, pp.125-143. 

http://www.politics.unimelb.edu.au/new/


  

 
Volume 8  Number 2 * Talking Politics 

Page 2  

Michael Crozier, 'The History and Theory of the 
Social Sciences in Australia,' conference paper 
presented to International Sociological Association, 
XV World Congress of Sociology, Brisbane, 
Queensland, Australia, Research Committee on the 
History of Sociology, July 2002. 

Michael Crozier, 'The Network Society Thesis: 
theoretical adequacy and research possibilities,' paper 
presented to International Conference, 'Knowledge, 
Networks, and Joined-Up Government,' International 
Political Science Association, Research Committee 
on the Structure and Organisation of Government, 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, June 2002. 

Robyn Eckersley, ‘Green Governance in the New 
Millennium: Towards the Green State’, Ecopolitics: 
Thought and Action 1, 3, 2002, 28-40. 

Robyn Eckersley, ‘Environmental Pragmatism, 
Ecocentrism and Deliberative Democracy: Between 
Problem-Solving and Fundamental Critique’ in Bob 
Pepperman Taylor and Ben Minteer, (eds.), Democracy 
and the Claims of Nature, Lanham: Rowman and 
Littlefield, 2002.   

Sheila Jeffreys gave a keynote address at the 
Townsville International Women's Conference at 
James Cook University in July,  entitled: 'The Traffic 
in Women versus Prostitution: A False Distinction'. 
She also gave two papers entitled: 'Unpacking Queer 
Politics' and 'Cutting Up: Harmful Beauty Practices 
and Male Domination'. 

Jenny Lewis, 'Policy and Profession: Elite 
Perspectives on Redefining General Practice in 
Australia and England', Journal of Health Services 
Research and Policy, 7(Suppl 1), 2002, S1:8-13. 

Kevin McDonald, ‘L’intervention sociologique after 
25 years: can it translate into English?’, Qualitative 
Sociology, Summer, 2002. 

Derek McDougall, 'Australian Approaches to 
Regional Security: Implications for Australia-Taiwan 
Relations', Taiwanese Journal of Australian Studies 
3: pp. 127-55 (2002). 

Derek McDougall, 'Asia-Pacific Security 
Regionalism: The Impact of Post-1997 
Developments', Contemporary Security Policy 23: 
pp. 113-34 (2002). 

Philomena Murray, 'Factors for Integration? 
Transnational Party Cooperation in the European 
Parliament, 1952-79', paper presented to the 
conference on 'Transcending the National', Centre 
for European Studies, University of New South 
Wales and Goethe Institut Sydney, July, 2002. 

Philomena Murray, 'Australian Views on Europe 
and the EU-Australia relationship: an assessment', 
paper presented to the European Union-Australia 
Relations Workshop, Contemporary Europe Research 
Centre/National Europe Centre, University of 
Melbourne, July 2002. 

Philomena Murray, 'What Australians think about 
the EU: Elite Perceptions and the Current Context', 
paper presented to the conference on The EU in 
International Affairs, National Europe Centre, 
Canberra, 3-4 July 2002. 

Philomena Murray, 'The Challenge of the New 
Bilateralism: Australia's relations with Ireland in the 
context of the European Union', paper presented at 
the Irish-Australian Conference, Centre for Irish 
Studies, National University of Ireland, Galway, June 
2002. 

Philomena Murray, 'European Integration: 
Implications for Australia', paper to Department of 
Politics seminar series, Macquarie University, 
Sydney, 29 May 2002. 

Peter Shearman presented a paper on 'Post-Soviet 
Russia's Place in the World: The First Decade', at a 
workshop on Russia: Ten Years of Post-Communist 
Reforms', CERC, University of Melbourne, May, 
2002. 

Peter Shearman gave the keynote address on 
'Understanding The Cold War', at a workshop for 
teachers of history organised by the History 
Teachers' Association of Victoria, at the Edmund 
Barton Centre, June, 2002. 

Peter Shearman gave a keynote speech on 
'Globalization and 'New Wars'': The Case of 
Chechnya', at the 37th University of Otago Foreign 
School, June- July 2002, Dunedin, New Zealand. 
 

Activities involving members of the 
Department 

Verity Burgmann launched Wild Politics by Susan 
Hawthorne, a recent PhD student, on 27 June 2002. 

Verity Burgmann, ‘New Styles of Protest?’, invited 
paper to the University of Wollongong Institute of 
Social Change and Critical Inquiry workshop on 
‘Understanding the movement against corporate 
globalisation’, July 2002.   

Robyn Eckersley, was invited to talk on 
‘Environmental Public Policy in an Age of 
Globalisation: Possibilities and Dilemmas’, the sixth 
seminar in the series of Executive Policy Forums 
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sponsored by the Queensland Department of Premier 
and Cabinet, June 2002. 

Robyn Eckersley was invited to give a presentation 
on ‘Environment, Culture and Community’ at the 
plenary panel session, Environment, Culture and 
Community Conference, University of Queensland, 
July 2002.  

Leslie Holmes made a 6-week research trip to 
Europe in June and July, in connection with (and 
largely funded by) the ARC Large Grant he has been 
awarded 2001-3 to conduct comparative research into 
corruption relating to the funding of political parties 
in six European states. 

His first port of call was Poland where, in addition to 
teaching a post-graduate seminar series on corruption 
at the Central European University, he continued 
researching party financing in Poland.  One of his 
most useful afternoons was spent with Marcin 
Walecki, widely regarded as Poland’s leading expert 
on party financing issues.   

From Poland, Leslie went to France for ten days, 
where he had meetings with representatives of French 
survey organisations and a number of relevant 
specialists at ‘Sciences Po’ (University of Paris).  
From Paris, he travelled to Grenoble, where he was 
based for almost a week as an official visitor of 
CIDSP (the Centre for Computerisation of Socio-
Political Data) at the University of Grenoble.  He 
collaborated there with Dr. Véronique Pujas, who is 
widely seen as France’s leading expert on party 
financing scandals not only in France, but also in 
Italy and Spain.  To coincide with Leslie’s visit, Dr. 
Pujas organised a one-day colloquium (workshop) on 
corruption in Central and Eastern Europe, at which 
Leslie presented a paper in ‘Franglais’ (a mixture of 
English and French, as requested by his Grenoble 
hosts).    

Leslie’s final destination was Italy.  In Milan, he met 
representatives from Italian survey organisations.  He 
then travelled to Padua to gather materials in the 
Political Science library at the University. 

Kevin McDonald was elected Vice-President of ISA 
Research Committee 47, Social Movements and 
Social Classes, at the International Sociological 
Association Congress in Brisbane held in July. 

Kevin McDonald & John Fitzgerald's ARC project 
'My Body, My Drugs, My World' is developing 
research links with the province of Xinjiang in China.  
Helena Jedjud has been appointed to work on this 
project as Project Co-odinator.  

Peter Shearman chaired a video-conference between 
the Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies in 

Canberra and the Department of International Politics 
at the University of Wales, Abberystwyth on 13 
August. The subject of the conference was 'Changing 
Conceptions of Power'. 

Peter Shearman organised a joint workshop 
between CERC and the Global Politics and 
International Relations Unit of Curtin University of 
Technology on 'European Security After September 
11', in which he also presented a paper on 
'Conceptualising Security and The Nature of Warfare 
After September 11'. 

 
Ellie Wainwright & Derek McDougall 

The Department of Political Science & Asialink 
jointly sponsored a seminar on 22 May to launch New 
Neighbour, New Challenge: Australia and the 
Security of East Timor, written by Ellie Wainwright 
for the Australian Strategic Policy Institute.  

 

Melbourne Journal of Politics 

Looking for editors 

The Melbourne Journal of Politics is an annual 
publication sponsored by the Department but edited 
by a collective of postgraduate students. We are 
currently organizing a special issue on the politics of 
technology. Two of our esteemed editors, however, 
are close to the completion of their doctoral studies 
and are hoping to be replaced. Any-one who would 
like to be involved in the production of this and 
subsequent issues please contact us at 
mjp_politics@unimelb.edu.au.  

 

Postgraduate Fieldwork Fund 

 
Every year the Department awards grant money to 
research-only postgraduates to support travel within 
Australia or overseas to access key source material 
not available locally, conduct surveys or other 
research projects, or participate in conferences. Up to 
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$1000 can be claimed from this fund by every student 
over the course of their candidature. Successful 
recipients of money from the 2002 round of the fund 
were: 

Bernice Bovenkerk (PhD) - Presenting a paper at 
the conference 'Environment, Culture and 
Community: How do we deal with the environmental 
challenges of the 21st century?' at the University of 
Queensland in July 2002. 

Kay Cook (PhD) - Visiting the International Institute 
for Qualitative Methodology at the University of 
Alberta, and presenting a paper at the Advances in 
Qualitative Methods Conference, April-May 2003. 

Michael Longo (PhD) - Visiting the European 
University Institute, Florence, September 2002. 

Sharif Shuja (PhD) - Visiting various research 
institutes related to security and international politics, 
Pakistan and India, December 2002 - April 2003. 

 

Current, Recent Graduates and Past Post-
Graduates 

Chris Barrett  has taken leave from his position as 
political advisor to Simon Crean to undertake a MA 
in Public Administration at Princeton University. 
Chris completed his MA in International Studies two 
years ago. 

Fiona Martin  has taken up a position as a PhD 
Researcher working on Kevin McDonald's & John 
Fitzgerald's ARC project My Body, My Drugs, My 
World over the next three years.  

Sharif Shuja, 'The September 11 Tragedy and the 
Future World Order, Contemporary Review, Vol 280, 
No. 1635, April 2002, pp. 198-205. 

Sharif Shuja, 'Coping with the Axis of Evil', 
Contemporary Review, Vol 280, No. 1636, May 
2002, pp. 278-284. 

Sharif Shuja, 'Why the Kashmir Conflict Won't go 
Nuclear', News Weekly, July 2002. 

 

Ph.D & MA Completions 

Justin Dumayne (MA) Discourse and Theory in 
Foreign Policy: the Containment and Engagement 
Debate. 

Andrew Harvey (PhD) Minority Nationalism in the 
United Kingdom: Identity and Autonomy.  

Susan Hawthorne (PhD) Wild Politics: Feminism, 
Globalisation and Bio/Diversity.  
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With increased enrolments, a highly successful three-
day international conference and a program of 
extremely well-attended evening forum events, it has 
been a whirlwind semester at the Centre for Public 
Policy. 

In early June, the Centre hosted the International 
Political Science Association Knowledge, Networks 
and Joined-Up Government conference. This 
conference boasted international guests including 
Rod Rhodes and Dan Finn, as well as a high calibre 
of local participants including many Department 
stuff. 

In May the well attended Global Challenge of Cities 
forum series was held with guests including Josef 
Konvitz from the OECD, John Langmore from the 
ILO and Lyndsay Neilson, the Secretary of the 
Department of Infrastructure. 

In July, the Federal Trade Minister, Mark Vaile, and 
participated in our July Policy Keynotes series, both 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Jenny Macklin, 
events garnering near-capacity crowds, with the 
Macklin function also receiving media coverage in 
both The Age and on 3LO. 

Upcoming evening forum events include the ‘Police, 
Power and Accountability’ series running throughout 
August, the ‘Australian Trade Policy Directions’ 
series in September, and the ‘Universities and the 
Knowledge Economy’ series in October. For more 
information about any of our events, please visit 
http://www.public-
policy.unimelb.edu.au/events/index.html  These 
Forums are free and open to the public. If you are not 
currently on our email list, please contact the Centre 
Manager, Lauren Rosewarne: lrose@unimelb.edu.au  

And finally, in July, the Centre for Public Policy bid 
fond farewells to Dr Karen Farquharson and Dr 
Zhikai Wang. Karen will be taking on a lecturing 
post at Swinburne University, and Zhikai is en route 
back to China.  

 

New Social Settlement Project 

The New Social Settlement project at the Centre for 
Public Policy has been awarded a grant of $24,258 
by the R.E. Ross Trust to undertake national 
consultations.  

Over the last two years, the project has aimed to 
critically analyse shifts in working life and household 
relations and to tease out the implications of such 
shifts for social policy. The impetus behind such an 
approach is the sense that the postwar social 
settlement, based around standard employment 
relationships, the male breadwinner household and a 
residual welfare state, is breaking down. Rather, the 
lifetime experience of that cohort of Australians who 
entered the labour market or formed families after the 
mid-1970s will vary greatly from that of the 
immediate postwar generations. The program aims to 
arrive at a new ensemble of policies around income 
security, caring and family, housing, education and 
training, workplace relations and transitions into and 
out of the workforce that is responsive to this 
changed life course.  

On the basis of the funding already received from the 
Myer Foundation, the ARC and industry partners the 
Brotherhood of St Lawrence and the Committee for 
Economic Development of Australia, the project has 
generated substantial outcomes. Across 2000-2002, a 
series of seminars and roundtables were convened 
bringing together a wide range of academics and 
social researchers. The program has resulted in a 
series of publications analysing the contours of 
change and pointing toward new policy directions. 
These have included two reports published by CEDA 
which have made a major contribution to public 
debate by attracting widespread media attention. It 
has generated cross-disciplinary research that has 
identified issues facing people undertaking key life 
course transitions.  

The next phase of the New Social Settlement project 
(to commence in September) offers the opportunity to 
generate input to specific policy proposals from a 
broad-based range of interests. This input will be 
centred on a number of consultations to be held 
across the country in capital cities and regional 
centres in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, 
South Australia and Western Australia. These 
consultations are being organised in collaboration 
with local research and policy agencies who already 
have a well-regarded and innovative approach to 
policy analysis and development and who have the 
capacity to draw in key local actors. They will 
include participants from business, community, 
labour and academic sectors. These consultations will 
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provide an invaluable opportunity to strengthen our 
capacity to contribute to public debate on a wide 
range of social policy issues. The outcomes, which 
are to be drawn together into a report by the Centre 
for Public Policy, will be available in early 2003.  

 

Institute of Postcolonial Studies  

Second Semester Seminar Series 

The Other Frontier 

Negotiating Settlements: Indigenous peoples, settler 

states and the significance of treaties and agreements 

Convened by: Professor Marcia Langton 

All Seminars will be held at 7.30 at The Institute of 
Postcolonial Studies, 78-80 Curzon St, North 

Melbourne 

Admission: 

Members of the Institute: Free; Waged Persons: $5 
Unwaged Persons/Students: $3 

 
This seminar series aims to provide an arena for 
legal, historical and sociological examinations of 
treaties, negotiated settlements and agreements 
between Indigenous peoples and settler states, 
drawing out the significance of agreement-making 
for present-day Australian circumstances. This series 
is intended to inform the debate on the negotiated 
settlement of disputes over resource use, service 
delivery and other citizenship entitlements in the 
Australian context. 

Programme (for remainder of Semester Two) 

August 22: 

Professor Ciaran O'Fairchelleagh (School of Politics 
and Public Policy, Griffith University) 

'Mining Agreements in Australia: Outcomes for 
Indigenous Parties' 

August 29: 

Mr Ravi De Costa (Institute for Social Research, 
Swinburne University) 

‘Agreements and referenda: recent developments in 
the British Columbia treaty process’ 

Ms Maureen Tehan (Faculty of Law, University of 
Melbourne) 

‘Commentary: Law and the British Columbia 
Treaty Process’ 

http://www.indigenous.unimelb.edu.au/atns
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September 12: 

Dr Lisa Strelein (Native Title Unit, Australian 
Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Studies) 

‘Comprehensive approaches to agreement-making 
in Australia’ 

October 10: 

Dr Julie Evans (History Department, University of 
Melbourne) 

'The Formulation of Privilege and Exclusion in 
Settler States: Land, Law, Political Rights and 
Indigenous Peoples in 19th century-Australia and 
Natal' 

For the latest details and online papers in this series 
please visit the project website 

http://www.indigenous.unimelb.edu.au/atns 

Special Seminar Series 

The Institute will offer a second seminar series this 
semester of an unthemed nature. The hope is that we 
might pursue some of the issues raised in a more 
extended manner in a panel series in 2003. 

Tuesday August 27: 

Open Forum 

‘A Postcolonial International Relations?’ 

This forum is intended to bring together those 
interested in participating in a dialogue with scholars 
working at the Department of International Relations 
at Jadavpur University Kolkata (Calcutta). After 
discussions in Kolkata, it was agreed that both the 
Institute and the Department at Jadavpur would 
produce a position paper addressing the question of 
what a postcolonial international relations might look 
like. It is hoped this initiative might lead to a joint 
publication. 

Tuesday September 24 

Vincent Del Casino, (Department of Geography, 
State University of California at Long Beach) 

‘AIDS Outreach and the Politics of Health: the 
geographies of NGO activism in Thailand’ 

For updates on the above seminars and others in this 
special series, please visit our website at 
http://www.ipcs.org.au and sign up for our electronic 
mailing list. 

Contributing to Talking Politics/Mailing List 

To contribute to the next issue of the newsletter, or 
you wish to be placed on a mailing list for the 
newsletter please contact Wendy Ruffles on 8344 
6565 or e-mail: wendysr@unimelb.edu.au 
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